Aldham 9.15 
4th Sunday before Advent?
31/10/2010
1 Peter 2. 11-17
The Life of Freedom
Galatians 5. 13-26


Aldham  With One Voice Hymns 31/10/2010
Jesus, we celebrate your victory?? (it is for freedom)
189  We have a gospel to proclaim

537  May the mind of Christ my Saviour

451  Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us

109  Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord
Marks Tey  John & Sue reading, Andrew Waters Intercessor
5)  The life of freedom.  Galatians 5 v 13 - 26 (out of 5.1 – 6.18)
Aldham SoW: 1 Peter 2.11-17   Marks Tey MW: 1 Peter 2.11-17
Read Galatians through – you can do it in under 10 mins if you read it straight through!  If you like different Bible versions, try several, and compare your impressions.

In this Sermon Series, we’ve started each week with an overview, to see how this week fits in.  Galatians is from Paul and the brothers with him; to the churches in central Turkey.

It’s about the Judaisers, who were teaching that believing in Christ is not enough – you have to be circumcised and obey the laws of Moses as well: be a faithful Jew as well as a Christian.  In Acts 15 we read about a big conference they held in Jerusalem to settle the matter; and they decided on a few rules to stay clear of scandal and gross offence to Jews, but otherwise that believing in Christ is enough to be saved.

Paul’s response is to call the Galatians back to the true Gospel, and to explain how he received it for God and not man.

In Chapter 2 Paul tells them about his disagreement with the Apostle Peter: how Peter in Antioch under pressure from the Judaisers went back to obeying Jewish law.  How Paul denounced him publicly, and proclaimed faith in Christ alone - no room for compromise!
Then Jeremy Noles from St Luke’s Highwoods spoke on Galatians 3.  He summarised it like this:
“The Law isn’t a means of saving you from sin: it’s a means of showing you that you do sin.  It shows you where you fall short of God’s standard.”  But there is a Saviour!  Jesus has done it all; and once we believe in Christ, then we become empowered by the Holy Spirit to live life God’s way.

In Chapter 4, Paul tells the “Family Story” of salvation.  God sends his son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  He becomes like us, that we might become like him.  He comes down to earth, and he raises us up to heaven.  In Christ's family - sons not slaves!
To close his letter to the Galatians, in Chapters 5 and 6 Paul describes what it is like to live the life of freedom in Christ.  He contrasts the old life of slavery to sin, under the prison guard of the Old Testament Law, with the freedom we have in Christ.  Not freedom to do wrong, but freedom to do right.

Chapter 5 opens with 12 verses about circumcision – the Judaisers were pressing the Gentile Galatians to be circumcised.  Paul warns them that if they do this, they reject Christ and put themselves back into slavery, required to obey the whole Old Testament Law.  He’s very cutting – I wish they’d go the whole way and chop off everything, castrate themselves, he says.  Let nobody say the Bible is reticent or prudish!

Then, in our reading, Paul addresses how we should live from day to day.  The old lifestyle is controlled by our sinful human nature.  We want to be good, but we keep falling back into sinful ways.  Paul then gives a long list of the fruits of the sinful human nature, the lifestyle of those who do what they want and let it all hang out.  To be clear, he’s not saying human nature is like this all the time; nor is he saying we have no good thing within us; but this is the tendency, the orientation, the direction of travel, the bias on the bowls wood.  T-shirt: “Good girls go to heaven; Bad girls go to Benidorm.”
From verse 22, by contrast, he describes the famous fruit of the Spirit of God – these two verses are good ones to learn by heart. (Let’s say them together??)  Against such things there is no law: he doesn’t mean just they’re not illegal, but that you are free to indulge them to your heart’s delight – they’re beyond the control of the Old Testament regulations.  He begs his readers to nail that sinful lifestyle to the Cross, to kill it off; and instead to let God’s Spirit raise you from the dead and breathe life into you, walk the Emmaus Road in step with the Spirit of Jesus.

New Testament letters would often close with a more caring and personal message.  Chapter 6 starts with some practical advice; for example, verse 10 is quoted in the Prayer Book Offertory sentences to encourage generous giving.

Then in verse 11 Paul implies that most of this has been dictated to a secretary, a scribe with small handwriting.  Now Paul hand-writes the “P.S.”, underlining his teaching which was so offensive to the Jews of his day.  Don’t give in to Jews who want you to be circumcised, because you will lose your salvation: you will go back to trying to keep the Law and be good, and nobody can be 100% good.  In our case, don’t build your life around being a good person: occasionally, tell other people your faults and failings – they will be encouraged!  Boast instead, says Paul, about the Cross of Christ: how the world and its appeal have been nailed to the Cross, and how a new Creation has begun in you as you live by the Spirit.  If you will boast, boast about what has been done for you by Christ.  So you will live the Life of Freedom in Christ, and not fall back into following rules and trying to be good.   Amen.

Home Group Questions: Chapters 5 & 6
If you have read Galatians through, what were your impressions?  What is the overall message of the letter?

How would you summarise last week, Chapter 4, in your own words?

This week is about Freedom.  If all bets were off, there were no rules, and nobody was watching, what would you want to go and do?  Be as honest as you can with yourself!  (you may prefer not to share this with others)
And now, imagine the consequences if you were to carry on living like that.  How might you feel: what state might you end up in?  Don’t be dismayed by your answer – we all share human nature!

Instead, in your best moments, how would you like to live?  Why?

What might be the end result if you were to live your life like this?

Can you think of an incident this week which illustrates this dilemma, the choice between living out your sinful human nature, and living by the Spirit?  (share this with others if you can)
Can you be honest with others about a fault or failing of yours?  Remind yourself that you are forgiven, through the death of Christ on the Cross.

Each person choose the most helpful verse from Chapters 5 & 6.

