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Galatians 1. 1-10
The Urgent Message
Mark 9. 42-50

Aldham Hymns 26/9/2010
SHF 104  Fill thou my life
SHF  76   Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (prob. omit verse 4 ?)
SHF 471  Seek ye first the kingdom of God (I'll play this on piano)
SHF 277  Jesus is King
1)  The urgent message.   Galatians 1 v 1 – 10.   Page 1168
Aldham HC: Mark 9.42-50   

Read Galatians through – you can do it in under 10 mins if you read it straight through!
If you like different Bible versions, try several, and compare your impressions.

If you read more slowly, try a Chapter a day, and it will take 6 days.  Make quick notes of the thoughts and questions you have as you read, and fill the details in later – don’t stop the flow.

When you have time, compare Galatians 1&2 with Luke’s historical account in Acts: Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, Peter and Cornelius in Acts 10, and the Council of Jerusalem in Acts 15.  Then we can see how these doctrines came about.

In this Sermon Series, we’ll start each week with an overview, and see how this week fits in.

Letters:  Author, To reader, Greeting!  Purpose of letter, detail; personal message, farewell.
It’s from Paul and the hood, the brothers; to the churches in Galatia (central part of Turkey, above Easter Mediterranean).
The Greeting (in verses 3-5) is Pauls’ chance to summarize his gospel message.  “Christ gave himself for our sins to rescue us from this present evil age.”

Purpose of this letter?  That’s this Chapter, Chapter 1.  Paul just can’t resist the urge – he launches straight into an outburst: 
“I am astonished…”  The Christians in Galatia are deserting Paul and his gospel teaching, and turning to a different gospel (which is not really a gospel, a message of good news, at all: v7).  Acts 15.1 tells the story of these Judaisers, who came from Judea to Antioch, and were teaching that believing in Christ is not enough – you have to be circumcised and obey the laws of Moses as well: be a faithful Jew as well as a Christian.  In Acts 15 we read about a big conference they held in Jerusalem to settle the matter; and they decided on a few rules to stay clear of scandal and gross offence to Jews, but otherwise that believing in Christ is enough to be saved.
People tend to want to add stuff to the gospel.  You have to do it this way, pay a regular subscription, say these words, join this organisation etc.  Cults often make challenging demands – you have to let us choose whom you marry, what career you follow.  Sometimes we even do it ourselves – you have to be an Anglican, get confirmed, sing these hymns, say these prayers.  Sometimes it’s about control, manipulation of other people.  Most of these things are not wrong: they’re just not essential.  Paul strips it back to the essentials: believing in Christ is enough to be saved.

Verses 11 onwards tell us clearly where Paul’s gospel came from.  Paul’s conversion was around AD 32; Galatians was written earliest AD 49, 17 years later; because he mentions 3 years in v18, and 14 years at the beginning of the next chapter.  In these verses Paul lays out his detailed movements.  He wants to show that the gospel he preaches is not propaganda but fact; not made up by man (v11) but revealed by Jesus Christ (v12); in other words, this new faith is not a deliberately anti-Semitic plot, or a political movement, or some other man-made conspiracy – it’s genuine!
That’s a genuine concern for many people today.  Stephen Hawking finds explanations from Physics for the early expansion of the Universe, and tells us that he has removed the need for God.  His assumption is that God is a being that we have imagined because we didn’t know enough about Physics – God filled the gaps in our understanding, but now Hawking has filled the gaps with new explanation, and God is redundant.
Paul would give Hawking the same answer.  “No, I didn’t dream this up because I had a need, a gap in my understanding.  In fact, I thought I knew it all, and God intervened and surprised me.”

Richard Dawkins says that God is a meme, a cultural artefact passed on from person to person, and useful but with no objective reality.  Sadly, the genes he drew his idea from do have an objective reality in DNA, but his meme is an idea without physical foundation, not scientific or evidential at all.  However, Paul would say to Dawkins that the gospel was not passed to him by any human person, but directly from heaven.  It was not cultural, or a means of social control, but a revelation from above.

What do we learn from Galatians 1?

First, don’t muck about with the gospel message.  Don’t add little extras, even if they’re very traditional.  Don’t say “you have to do this, or that.”  This is serious stuff – you’re playing with people’s eternal destiny, and the message is urgent.  Read verse 8 and 9 again – Paul is literally cursing anybody who proclaims a different gospel, even if it’s a heavenly being.
Second, recognise that this message is revelation, from God.  Don’t argue with it, don’t criticise it, don’t accuse Paul of peddling human views.  This is from God, direct.  Guard the message of the gospel, and focus on Christ alone.  That’s not a bad resolution for the week ahead!
Home Group Questions: Chapter 1
Before the group meets, read through Galatians quickly (15 minutes?) in a modern Bible translation.  What would you say it’s all about?

Read verses 3-5.  How would you summarise the gospel message?

Why has Paul written Galatians (v6)?  What is so important, that he puts pen to paper?

What might he write about today?  How do people try to win God’s favour in 21st century Britain?  Or what do we find people demanding from us?
How did Paul receive his message?  How else might he have received it or made it up?  Name half a dozen other important messages or books: how were they created?

How did you hear the message about Jesus?  Who explained it to you?  In 1 minute (leader time it), tell the person next to you what happened, and why you believe in Jesus.  Then swop round, and they tell you!
Each person choose a significant verse from Chapter 1.

