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GOODBYE 

As many of you will now have heard I have been offered a 

job in Salisbury. Ruth and I, along with children and a 

large menagerie of various animals will be moving at the 

end of August in time for the new school term. I am to be 

the associate minister at a town centre church called St 

Paul's. It will be quite different from the two villages - I 

will be part of a full time staff team of 7 and living in the 

middle of a population of some 50,000 people. We are, of 

course, very sad to be leaving Aldham and Marks Tey, but 

firmly believe the right time has come, and that God's 

hand is in it all. We'd like to be able to say a proper good-

bye, and to that end we will be holding a joint benefice 

service at 11am on Sunday 17 August at Marks Tey, fol-

lowed by a barbecue. Please feel welcome - we'd love to see 

you. 

 Goodbyes are rather suspect in leaving the door open for 

people trying to impart final wise words. I mean to be no 

exception to this trend. 

My final shot then, for this is my very last newsletter arti-

cle, is that it matters how we choose to respond (or not) 

to God. My personal response to this offer of a life of faith 

is the single most important thing about my life. It gives 

shape to everything else I do. As a Christian, I couch that 

in language of a faith in Jesus, the 'Son of God' - who freely 

gave his life on the cross so that the power of death could 

finally be broken, and who God raised to new life. As a 

human being, my experience is that my response of faith in 

this Jesus has transformed my life. I find that I am con-

stantly aware of a 

presence of God with 

me and within me, 

and that this is a 

relationship which is 

most precious. I find 

that I am fundamen-

tally 'at peace' and 

have a confidence in 

the face of the 

changes of this life, 

and ultimately of life 

beyond death. Not to 

respond to God in this 

way would have left 

me without the rich-

ness of life I enjoy 

and without hope of 

eternity. I would en-

courage everyone 

within the parishes to 

take their spiritual 

lives seriously, and do 

some serious investi-

gations of the claims 

that Christian faith 

m a k e s .  A l p h a 

courses, which run 

from time to time, are 

a great starting point. 

 Along with this re-

sponse to God is a 

commitment to his 

church. The church 

community is made 

up of ordinary people, 

but people who share 

a desire to know and 

JULY/AUGUST 2008 

Sunday 17 August 
11.00 am at Marks Tey Church 

Joint Benefice Communion 
followed by a barbecue to say goodbye to 

Richard, Ruth, Esther, Thomas, Bryony & Kate 

Be There! 



WHO’S WHO 
 
Rector: Revd Richard Morgan, Marks Tey Rectory, Marks Tey, CO6 1LW (Day off: Friday) 01206 210396 
Reader: Mr Iain MacCallum, 9 Handford Place, Queens Road, Colchester, CO3 3NY 01206 571070 
Churchwardens: Mr. Tom Holme, Old Rectory, Rectory Road, Aldham, CO6 3RR 01206 210215 
 Mr. Martyn Drain, Green Farm House, Gallows Green, Aldham, CO6 3PR 01206 212342 
Secretary: Mrs. Anne Matthews, 18 Scott Drive, Lexden, CO3 4JD 01206 575603 
Treasurer and 
Newsletter Editor: Mr Iain MacCallum, 9 Handford Place, Queens Road, Colchester, CO3 3NY 01206 571070 

understand God better, and to live lives 

which follow Jesus. It's the sort of commit-

ment to serious living which needs a group 

to help us along. Sometimes people ask 

whether it's possible to be a Christian and 

not go to church. It's the wrong question. 

It's possible to run a car for years without 

an oil change. It might work - it's just the 

wrong way of going about it. If my ques-

tion is not 'can I be a Christian and not go 

to church?' but 'as a Christian, how can I 

best grow and develop' then the answer is 

clear. It's the church (warts and all - full of 

peculiar people, just as you are) which is 

the environment which God has given us 

to best worship him, be of service to one 

another and grow and develop in our hu-

manity. 

 Most of all, we will simply be sad to leave 

and day goodbye to so many precious peo-

ple. Thank you for all you have contrib-

uted to our lives. May God bless you now, 

and as the years go by. 

Richard Morgan  

DIARY DATES 

5 July 6.00 pm at 19 Hines Close. 

Strawberries and Wine in aid of 

Village Hall. Tickets £3.50 from 9 

or 19 Hines Close. 

12 July 10.00 am Bonanza Bric-a-Brac in 

and for the Village Hall 

12 July 2.00 pm Garden Party at 112 

London Road, Copford 

17 July 11.00 am Richardõs last Sunday. 

Joint Service at Marks Tey, fol-

lowed by a barbecue at the Rec-

tory. 

16 Aug. 8.00 am to 9.30 am Big Skip in 

the  Hardings Close garage area. 

7 Sept.  9.15 am Family Service  

CHURCH ROTAS 

Cleaning:  

July Mrs dõAngibau , Mrs Ashton 

August Mrs Robey , Miss Raven 

Flowers: 

July.6 Mrs Holme 

July 13, 20  Miss V Green, Miss A Green 

July 27, Aug 3Mrs Koczian 

Aug 10, 17,  Mrs Ashton 

Aug 24, 31 Mrs Wilson 

Churchyard  

July Martyn Drain, Peter Vestey 

August Tim Roxby, John Ashton 

QUINQUENNIAL REPAIRS 

By the time you read this, work should have 

started on the Leaning Wall of Green Lane. 

It has taken some time to get special bricks 

and capping stones made. 

Thanks to the splendid Open Gardens Day 

and another donation from Markus Koc-

zianõs New York Marathon, the Repair 

Fund is now just over £35,000 leaving 

£15,000 to be found from further fund-

raising, donations and grants. We are aim-

ing to raise this by the end of the year. 

W.I. 

On Thursday 17 July at 7.45 pm the talk by 

Brenda Ayres will be entitled Blame it on 

the Flower Arranger.  The òmeetingó on 21 

August will be a walk and Summer Supper 

hosted by Margaret Lenton. 

This yearõs outing is on Saturday 6 Septem-

ber, to Norwich Castle in the morning and 

on the Broads in the afternoon.  We leave 

Aldham at 8.00 am and return about 7.00 

pm. Cost approximately £30 depending on 

numbers.  Anyone interested please contact 

Pat Harding  (01206 210151) at 29 Hines 

Close. 



INTERREGNUM 

From 18 August enquiries which would 

normally be addressed to the Rector, 

should be made to one of the Churchwar-

dens. All services to 31 August have been 

covered, but please note that the service on 

10 August will be a Communion. The 

Reader and Churchwardens will see that 

services from September onwards are  

maintained with Communion twice a 

month where possible. 

VILLAGE HALL FUND-RAISING 

Unfortunately, the May Bank Holiday 

Monday  event organised by Hospital Ra-

dio.  at which we hoped to have a major 

Bric-a-Brac stall was washed out by 

rain ! 

So with a storeroom full of stuff, weõre hav-

ing a Bonanza Bric -a-Brac Sale on  Sat-

urday 12 July in the Village Hall from 

10.00am to 3.30 pm.  Light refreshments 

throughout the day.  No admission charge.  

Because of the Wash Out, the Open Gar-

dens people took pity on us and invited us 

to have a bric-a-brac table at the Village 

Hall which raised Ã64, but thereõs still 

loads left!                                              

Anne Fulcher  

OPEN GARDENS DAY 

This yearõs event attracted 502 visitors and 

made about £3,500 for the Church  Quin-

quennial repairs and £581 to NSPCC.  

Both totals were down on last year which 

was the 25th OGD. 

The church is thankful to all those in the 

village who supported this event in so 

many ways: the gardeners who made and 

presented their gardens; the bakers and 

the produce-makers; the sellers and buy-

ers; the transporters; the bus drivers; the 

publicity team; and not least, those who 

tolerated the large number of cars that 

came into the village. 

Please see Grapevine for pictures and a few 

more thoughts on the day. 

Jennifer MacCallum  

ALAN HODGSON 

The village and a great number of his 

friends from business and leisure said 

their last goodbye to Alan at a standing-

room-only Crematorium Chapel on 

Wednesday 11 June. Richard Morgan 

and Iain MacCallum took the service. 

Alan had put up a brave fight to the very 

end, and passed away peacefully on 1 

June. òHe was born on the 1st, and died 

on the 1st, and will always be our 1st 

choice for a Dad,ó said Martin and 

Melanie in their tribute to their Dad. 

Alan and Ann moved to Aldham shortly 

after they married in 1971 where they 

lived ever since. Alan, a keen golfer, was 

the inspiration and the organiser of the 

Aldham Open Golf  tournament which 

attracted many competitors last year. 

This yearõs tournament will be in mem-

ory of Alan. But his favourite pastime 

was simply to be with his four grandchil-

dren who are already missing him. 

At Alanõs request, there was to be no 

sombre dress. It was to be a happy day, 

and even the hearse was silver! After the 

service, Alanõs friends reminisced over a 

buffet lunch at the Marks Tey Hotel. 

Please continue to remember Anne, Mar-

tin and Melanie in your prayers as they 

learn to get on without Alan.  

GARDEN PARTY 

Saturday, 12 July, 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm at 

112 London Road, Copford by invitation 

of Jo Dudley to remember her motherõs 

love of the garden. Games and stalls in 

aid of  St. Helena Hospice and Friends of 

St. Lukeõs, Tiptree. Parking at the Es-

cape Night Club opposite. 

 

Deadline for September Newsletter 
22 August 

To: Iain MacCallum or 
Jane Smith, 7 Church Grove 



Please support your local traders 
 

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Wendy, 6 Hawlmark End, Marks Tey 01206 214971 

BED & BREAKFAST Caterpillar Cottage, Ford Street, Aldham 01206 240456 

BOILER SERVICING Jim Brown, Woodbine Cott., Gt. Horkesley 01206 272012 

BRICKLAYER Rob Cross, 19 Coggeshall Road, Marks Tey 01206 211148 

BUILDER Ottley Whitehouse, The Pink, Copford Gn. 01206 364840 

BUTCHER Willsher, 87 London Road, Marks Tey 01206 210365 

CARPENTRY & BUILDING M. Honeyball, 1 Chase Cottages, Aldham 01206 211032 

CARE & CLEANING Jane McWilliams, 55 Winstree Rd, Stanway 07962 272996 

CARPETS & FLOORING Tey Carpets, 91 London Road, Copford 01206 212826 

CHOCOLATE CHEF Half a Loaf Cottage, Rectory Road, Aldham 01206 210130 

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE Roger Walker, 16 Hines Close, Aldham 01206 211143 

CONSERVATORIES/WINDOWS  Refix, 21 Coggeshall Road, Marks Tey 01206 213233 

DAIRY PRODUCE J.F.Richer, Highfields Dairy, Little Tey 01206 210200 

DELIVERIES/COLLECTIONS  Tey Carpets, 91 London Rd, Copford           01206 212826 

ELECTRICIAN Dennis White, 91 Barnhall Rd. Tõshunt Knights 01621 819878 

ELECTRICIAN John White, 8 Well Side, Marks Tey 01206 211376 

FIREPLACES & STOVES D.W.Parsons, 67 Colchester Rd., Coggeshall 01376 561938 

FOOD HALL The Food Company, London Rd, Marks Tey 01206 214000 

FUNERALS A.Birkin & Sons, 6 West St., Coggeshall 01376 561316 

FUNERALS Co-op Funeral Services, Wimpole Rd. 01206 793492 

FUNERALS Hunnaball, York House, 41 Mersea Rd. 01206 760049 

FUNERALS W.H.Shephard, 93/94 High St. 01206 572305 

FUNERALS R.Gwinnell & Sons, 112 Ipswich Rd. 01206 868585 

FURNITURE RESTORER Barry Thomas, 19 Greenfields, Gosfield 01787 478260 

HANDYMAN  Bob Wheeler, Sunnyside, 1a Green La. Aldham 01206 212714 

PHARMACY 101 London Road, Marks Tey 01206 212878 

TELEVISION & HI-FI Levett & Ward, 227 London Rd., Stanway 01206 210844 

TREE SURGEON Tony Smith, 17 Partridge Drive, Fordham 01206 241812 

Worship at Marks Tey  

 

1st Sunday  

 11.00 am Family Service 

2nd Sunday  

 11.00 am Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday  

 11.00 am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday  

 11.00 am Morning Worship 

5th Sunday  

 11.00 am Morning Worship 

WORSHIP AT ALDHAM 

You are warmly invited to all our services. 

6 July 9.15 am FAMILY SERVICE 

13 July 9.15 am MORNING WORSHIP 

20 July 9.15 am HOLY COMMUNION 

27 June 9.15 am MORNING WORSHIP 

3 Aug. 9.15 am FAMILY SERVICE 

10 Aug. 9.15 am HOLY COMMUNION 

17 Aug. 11.00 am HOLY COMMUNION 

at Marks Tey 

24 Aug 9.15 am MORNING WORSHIP 

31 Aug 9.15 am MORNING WORSHIP 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

13 July. Then from 14 Sept.  
 

Fairly traded Coffee is served  

after all 9.15 am services.  

 

For I know the plans I 
have for you," declares 

the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.  

  Jer. 29:11  


